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SUB J : MEAT: VOLUNTARY IMPORT RESTRICTIONS 

REF: DREYFUSS-AMBASSADOR JOVA TELECON APRIL 7; STATE 077236 

FOREIGN MINISTER RABASA CALLED AMBASSADOR EVENING OF APRIL 7 
TO GIVE FINAL ANSWER ON MEAT SAYING HE WOULD RELUCTANTLY 
ACCEPT VOLUNTARY REDUCTION TO 58.4 MILLION LBS. HE REQUESTED, 
HOWEVER, THAT NO PUBLICITY BE GIVEN TO THIS, ALTHOUGH HE 
UNDERSTOOD THAT IN WASHINGTON MEXICO WOULD BE MENTIONED AS 
PART OF THE PACKAGE DEAL WHEN REPORTED TO CONGRESS. LOCAL 
PRESS QUESTIONS WHICH MIGHT ARISE IN MEXICO HE REQUESTED 
SHOULD BE REFERRED TO RABASA HIMSELF FOR REPLY. HE ALSO SAID 
HIS ACCEPTANCE OF THE VOLUNTARY RESTRAINT WAS ON THE BASIS 
THAT THERE WAS ALSO A GENTLEMAN'S AGREEMENT BETWEEN US THAT 
IF THERE WAS A SHORTFALL ON THE PART OF OTHER COUNTRIES 
WE WOULD DO EVERYTHING WE COULD TO INCREASE THE MEXICO 
QUOTA (PROVIDING MEXICO COULD UTILIZE IT). 
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